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Abstract: Language learning transcends mere vocabulary acquisition and grammatical 

understanding, encompassing the intricate interplay between language, thought, and 

existence. This research investigates how ontological perspectives-realism, idealism, and 

constructivism-shape language education practices and influence learners' cognitive and 

linguistic development. Employing a literature review methodology, the study synthesizes 

contemporary research to elucidate the relationship between ontological beliefs and effective 

language skill development. Realism, with its emphasis on objective knowledge and 

standardized assessment, promotes structured language instruction but may stifle creativity 

and contextual relevance. In contrast, idealism encourages learners to engage with language 

as a vehicle for expressing personal and cultural identities, fostering critical thinking and 

collaborative learning. Constructivism emphasizes active engagement and social interaction, 

positioning language acquisition as a dynamic process rooted in real-world contexts. The 

findings underscore the need for educators to reflect on their ontological assumptions, 

balancing structured approaches with those that prioritize meaning and interaction. By 

integrating diverse ontological perspectives, language education can cultivate proficiency 

and facilitate meaningful communication, preparing learners for real-world linguistic 

challenges. This research offers valuable insights for educators, informing curriculum design 

and teaching strategies to enhance language learning experiences. 
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Abstrak: Pembelajaran bahasa melampaui sekadar perolehan kosakata dan pemahaman tata 

bahasa, yang mencakup interaksi rumit antara bahasa, pikiran, dan keberadaan. Penelitian ini 

menyelidiki bagaimana perspektif ontologis-realisme, idealisme, dan konstruktivisme-

membentuk praktik pendidikan bahasa dan memengaruhi perkembangan kognitif dan 

linguistik pelajar. Dengan menggunakan metodologi tinjauan pustaka, penelitian ini 

mensintesis penelitian kontemporer untuk menjelaskan hubungan antara keyakinan ontologis 

dan pengembangan keterampilan bahasa yang efektif. Realisme, dengan penekanannya pada 

pengetahuan objektif dan penilaian standar, mempromosikan instruksi bahasa terstruktur 

tetapi dapat menghambat kreativitas dan relevansi kontekstual. Sebaliknya, idealisme 

mendorong pelajar untuk terlibat dengan bahasa sebagai sarana untuk mengekspresikan 

identitas pribadi dan budaya, menumbuhkan pemikiran kritis dan pembelajaran kolaboratif. 

Konstruktivisme menekankan keterlibatan aktif dan interaksi sosial, memposisikan 

perolehan bahasa sebagai proses dinamis yang berakar pada konteks dunia nyata. Temuan 

tersebut menggarisbawahi perlunya pendidik untuk merefleksikan asumsi ontologis mereka, 

menyeimbangkan pendekatan terstruktur dengan pendekatan yang memprioritaskan makna 

dan interaksi. Dengan memadukan berbagai perspektif ontologis, pendidikan bahasa dapat 

menumbuhkan kemahiran dan memfasilitasi komunikasi yang bermakna, serta 

mempersiapkan pelajar untuk menghadapi tantangan linguistik di dunia nyata. Penelitian ini 

menawarkan wawasan berharga bagi para pendidik, yang menginformasikan desain 

kurikulum dan strategi pengajaran untuk meningkatkan pengalaman belajar bahasa. 

Kata Kunci: Ontologi; Realisme; Idealisme, Konstruktivisme 
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INTRODUCTION 

Language learning is a complex and dynamic process that goes beyond the 

simple acquisition of vocabulary and grammatical structures. It involves a deeper 

understanding of the nature of language and its integral role in shaping human 

thought and experience. Ontology, the philosophical research of being and existence, 

provides a foundational framework that influences how language is taught, learned, 

and understood. By examining the nature of reality and the relationship between 

language and existence, ontology plays a vital role in guiding educational approaches 

and shaping learners’ cognitive and linguistic experiences. This paper aims to 

explore how various ontological perspectives impact the development of language 

skills, drawing on a wide range of literature to clarify the connections between 

ontological frameworks and effective language learning practices. Through this 

analysis, we seek to highlight the implications of ontological beliefs for language 

education, providing insights that can inform both teaching strategies and curriculum 

design. 

Ontology in language education provides a balanced perspective by integrating 

the worldviews of realism, idealism, and constructivism; they are contributing 

distinct strengths to teaching practices. Realism emphasizes structured, teacher-

directed methods, fostering mechanical precision but often neglecting 

communicative and cultural nuances. Idealism, on the other hand, encourages 

students to use language as a tool for identity expression and cultural analysis, 

promoting critical thinking and meaningful engagement. However, it needs more 

focus on foundational skills. Constructivism views learners as active constructors of 

knowledge, emphasizing real-world contexts and social interactions to build practical 

communicative competence, but it requires careful classroom management to address 

diverse needs. Through meta-ontology, educators can reflect on and adapt their 

practices, creating a holistic approach that combines these perspectives to improve 

language teaching, foster student development, and prepare learners for research and 

real-world communication. This research aims to explore how the ontological 

viewpoints of realism, idealism, and constructivism shape language education. It 

highlights how these perspectives-realism’s focus on measurable results, idealism’s 

emphasis on individuality and cultural values, and constructivism’s use of interaction 

and real-world contexts-can help teachers improve their methods and course design 

effectively. 

THEORITICAL REVIEW 

Definition of Ontology 

Ontology is a fundamental branch of philosophy, concerns itself with 

understanding the nature of reality and the categorization of entities. In the context of 

education, ontology influences educators' perceptions of knowledge, the learning 

process, and their views of students as learners (Creswell, 2013). These ontological 

beliefs directly shape how educators design curriculum, approach teaching, and 

create learning experiences. Understanding ontology allows educators to become 

more conscious of the underlying assumptions guiding their practices, leading to a 

more deliberate and reflective approach to education (Guba & Lincoln, 1994). 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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These beliefs shape not only how educators perceive what constitutes 

knowledge but also how they interpret the role of the learner within the educational 

environment. For instance, an educator who views knowledge as an objective truth 

may adopt a more traditional teaching style, emphasizing memorization and 

standardized assessments. Conversely, if an educator embraces constructivist 

ontology, they are likely to encourage exploration and collaboration, allowing 

students to co-create knowledge through experiences and interactions. 

Understanding ontology allows educators to become more conscious of the 

underlying assumptions that guide their practices, leading to a more deliberate and 

reflective approach to education (Guba & Lincoln, 1994). By recognizing their own 

ontological positions, educators can critically evaluate the implications of their 

beliefs on curriculum design, teaching methods, and assessment strategies. This 

reflective practice not only enhances their effectiveness as educators but also fosters 

a more inclusive and responsive learning environment for students. 

Moreover, ontology intersects with other philosophical branches such as 

epistemology and axiology, further enriching educational discourse. While 

epistemology deals with the nature of knowledge and how it is acquired, axiology 

addresses values and ethics in education. Together, these philosophical foundations 

inform a holistic approach to teaching and learning, emphasizing the 

interconnectedness of knowledge, values, and reality. In summary, ontology is the 

study of the nature of reality and existence. Understanding it enables educators to 

critically examine their beliefs and teaching practices, fostering more meaningful and 

transformative learning experiences for both themselves and their students. 

Ontological Perspectives in Language Education 

Realism asserts that reality exists independently of human perception or 

interpretation. In the context of language education, this ontological perspective is 

often reflected in teacher-centered methods and a strong emphasis on standardized 

testing (Guba & Lincoln, 2005). Such an approach tends to prioritize objective, 

measurable outcomes, sometimes at the expense of fostering a deeper, more holistic 

mastery of language skills (Smith, 2014). For example, standardized assessments 

may place a greater emphasis on grammatical correctness and formal language rules, 

while potentially neglecting the importance of communicative competence and 

practical language use in real-world contexts. This can result in learners achieving 

proficiency in structured language tasks but lacking the ability to engage in 

spontaneous or meaningful communication. 

Idealism posits that reality is constructed through ideas, values, and 

perceptions. In language education, this perspective encourages learners to engage 

critically with language as a tool for expressing ethical, cultural, and personal beliefs 

(Biesta, 2015). By emphasizing the role of thought and interpretation in shaping 

reality, idealism fosters a learning environment where students are encouraged to 

reflect on the deeper meanings behind language and its societal implications. 

Research suggests that idealist approaches increase student engagement by linking 

language learning to their own values, beliefs, and cultural experiences (Nussbaum, 

2010). In this framework, educators often prioritize discussions and activities that 

explore the ethical and cultural dimensions of language, allowing students to see 

language not just as a means of communication, but as a medium for expressing 

identity and exploring moral issues. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Sari dkk., The Role of Ontology in Developing Language Skills 

 

@2025 JPPI (https://jurnal.bimaberilmu.com/index.php/jppi) 153 

Ciptaan disebarluaskan di bawah Lisensi Creative Commons Atribusi 4.0 Internasional 

 

Constructivism is experiences and social interactions to shape knowledge. The 

fundamental idea of constructivist theory is that knowledge is only considered 

acquired when it has been applied to real-world situations. In other words, through 

experience, humans construct their meaning. In constructivism, past knowledge aids 

in the creation of new knowledge in the present.  Additionally, constructivists hold 

that learning takes place in the learner's mind as well as in the community (social 

constructivism) and larger surroundings (situational constructivism). Constructivist 

philosophy conceptualizes learning as a process of creating knowledge and changing 

data in response to differences. Piaget talked about how assimilation and 

accommodation help students make sense of the world and adjust to new 

experiences. 

Cognitive theories by Piaget and Vygotsky provide some of the foundations for 

constructivist thinking. Piaget taught us that we should assimilate and accommodate 

all types of knowledge, learn actively, construct schemas, etc. Vygotsky is the source 

of social constructivism, group work, apprenticeship, and other concepts. This 

method of teaching languages encourages group projects and contextualized teaching 

(Piaget, 1970). Research demonstrates how constructivist teaching methods improve 

language proficiency because they require students to actively engage in meaningful 

conversation (Vygotsky, 1978). Constructivist teaching methods promote linguistic 

exploration among students through interactions and situations from everyday life, 

resulting in more genuine educational opportunities. 

METHODOLOGY 

This article is also highly relevant for elementary school education, as it 

provides insights into how different ontological perspectives—realism, idealism, and 

constructivism—can shape language skill development, even at early stages of 

learning. In elementary education, laying a strong foundation for language 

acquisition is essential, and understanding these philosophical approaches helps 

teachers tailor their methods to suit young learners' developmental needs. For 

instance, realism promotes practical learning experiences, suggesting that elementary 

students benefit from connecting language with real-world objects and activities. 

Idealism encourages the use of imagination and storytelling, which can spark 

creativity and foster early literacy skills. Constructivism emphasizes hands-on 

learning and collaboration, which aligns with the way children in elementary schools 

naturally explore the world through interaction with peers and guided activities. 

Thus, this article offers valuable guidance for elementary educators by synthesizing 

research on how these philosophical approaches influence learning outcomes. 

Teachers can draw from these frameworks to create diverse learning experiences, 

ensuring that their instructional methods not only engage students but also foster 

meaningful language development at an early age. 

The search strategy used Publish and Perish software with keywords “ontology 

in education,” “language skill development,” “realism,” “idealism,” and 

“constructivism” to ensure the retrieval of relevant research. Inclusion and exclusion 

criteria were used to refine the search results. Articles taken from several journals. 

The studies had to specifically address the relationship between ontological 

frameworks (realism, idealism, constructivism) and language skill development. 

Articles that did not directly address language education or were not peer-reviewed 
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were excluded. The review followed a multi-stage screening process: initially, titles 

and abstracts were screened to exclude irrelevant studies. The remaining full-text 

articles were then thoroughly analyzed to determine their suitability for inclusion. 

The final set of selected studies was reviewed and synthesized to provide a 

comprehensive overview of how different ontological approaches impact language 

learning and skill development in educational contexts. By reviewing and 

synthesizing the existing literature, the methodology highlights important trends, 

areas of agreement, and research gaps, offering insights that can inform future 

studies on the role of ontological perspectives in education. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Ontological perspectives influence how educators view the nature of 

knowledge and reality, which in turn shapes their teaching practices. Idealism is 

highlighted as a perspective that sees reality as shaped by consciousness. This 

challenges the traditional realist view, which posits that an objective reality exists 

independently of individual perception. For educators, recognizing these differing 

views is crucial for reflecting on how they present knowledge. For example, in a 

realist approach, an educator might focus on transmitting objective facts and 

emphasizing standardized learning, expecting students to absorb knowledge that 

exists independently of their experiences. This method aligns with traditional 

empiricism, where students are passive recipients of factual information. However, 

this approach may limit engagement, especially in dynamic fields like language 

learning, where personal experience plays a critical role. 

By contrast, adopting an idealist or constructivist approach encourages 

educators to view knowledge as mind-dependent, shaped by personal and social 

experiences. Idealism, as emphasized in Kastrup’s analytic philosophy, suggests that 

educators should integrate students' values and cultural backgrounds into the 

curriculum, making learning more relevant and engaging. For example, in a language 

classroom, educators could design assignments that allow students to relate linguistic 

content to their personal experiences, making learning more meaningful and 

personalized. 

The results of this theoretical research describe the impact of ontological 

perspective on the development of language skills as summarized in the table below: 

Table 1. Research Finding 
Ontological 

Perspective 

Impact 

Realism It provides a strong foundation for language education but requires 

integration with dynamic, flexible methods to address creativity, engagement, 

and real-world language use. 

Idealism It enriches language education by promoting meaning, creativity, and 

personal connections. 

Constructivism Prioritizing active participation, contextual learning, and social interaction.  

Realism in Language Education 

Realism asserts that language learning should reflect an objective reality, 

grounded in the belief that certain truths about language exist independently of 
individual perceptions. Realism considers objective reality to exist regardless of 

human perception (Guba, & Lincoln, 2005). An objective reality that exists 
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independently of human perception (Ignacio & Paras, 2024). This foundational 

principle informs a structured approach to language instruction, where components 

such as grammar, vocabulary, and usage are treated as fixed elements of the language 

system. While this method fosters strong foundational skills, it can inadvertently 

restrict opportunities for creativity and contextual understanding. For instance, a 

rigid focus on grammatical accuracy may lead learners to prioritize form over 

meaning, potentially hindering their ability to engage in authentic communication in 

varied contexts. To mitigate this, educators might consider integrating more flexible 

approaches that allow for exploration and contextual application of language. 

From a realist perspective, clarity and precision are paramount in effective 

communication. Realism is dependent on the learner's internal cognitive processes 

(Johnson, 2023). This emphasis encourages learners to cultivate the ability to 

produce accurate language in both spoken and written forms. By adhering to 

established norms and rules, students develop a strong command of the language that 

can facilitate clear interactions. However, while precision is essential, it is equally 

important for educators to encourage students to adapt their language use to different 

contexts and audiences. Balancing the need for clarity with the flexibility of 

expression can enhance students’ overall communicative competence and prepare 

them for real-world interactions. 

In alignment with realist ontology, assessment practices in language education 

often prioritize measurable outcomes, commonly relying on standardized tests to 

gauge proficiency. This focus on quantifiable results can provide clear indicators of a 

learner’s language abilities, offering insights into their strengths and weaknesses. 

However, such assessments may overlook critical competencies, including the ability 

to use language effectively in authentic, real-world contexts. To address this 

limitation, educators could implement formative assessments, performance-based 

evaluations, and portfolio assessments that capture a broader range of language skills 

and encourage application in varied settings. 

The realist emphasis on structure and correctness can sometimes lead to 

decreased engagement among learners who thrive in more dynamic and interactive 

environments. Many students may find traditional, structured approaches less 

motivating, particularly if they prefer learning methods that foster creativity and 

collaboration. This disconnect can have significant implications for the language 

acquisition process, as motivation plays a crucial role in effective learning. To 

counteract this, educators should explore strategies that blend realist principles with 

more engaging, communicative methodologies, such as project-based learning, role-

playing, and collaborative tasks that highlight real-world language use. 

The impact of ontological realism on language skills development is 

significant. It shapes instructional strategies, assessment practices, and learner 

engagement. While it offers a structured framework for language learning, educators 

must balance these elements with more dynamic, communicative approaches to 

enhance real-world language use and student motivation. 

Idealism in Language Education 

Idealism places a strong emphasis on the meanings and interpretations that 

underpin language use. Idealism views learning as a process of internalizing ideas 

and abstract concepts rather than as a purely external or material reality (Chen, 

2022). Idealism in education focuses on the belief that knowledge is shaped by ideas 
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or mental concepts rather than external reality (Williams, 2023). This approach 

encourages learners to engage deeply with texts, dialogues, and various forms of 

communication, fostering critical thinking and interpretive skills. By prioritizing 

meaning, students are not merely learning vocabulary and grammar; they are 

exploring the nuances of language that convey emotions, cultural values, and social 

contexts. This engagement enhances retention and application, as learners develop a 

richer understanding of how language functions as a tool for conveying complex 

ideas and feelings. Moreover, this focus on interpretation allows students to become 

more reflective and analytical thinkers, skills that are essential in both academic and 

real-world contexts. 

From an idealist perspective, personal experiences play a pivotal role in 

language learning. This emphasis encourages educators to create instructional 

practices that are relevant and contextually rich, allowing learners to draw from their 

own backgrounds, interests, and life experiences. By integrating personal narratives 

and culturally relevant materials into the curriculum, educators can make learning 

more engaging and meaningful. For instance, when students relate language lessons 

to their own experiences, they are more likely to connect with the material, fostering 

a sense of ownership over their learning. This contextual approach not only enriches 

the educational experience but also empowers students to see the language as a 

living, evolving entity that reflects their identities and realities. 

Idealism promotes creativity in language use, encouraging students to express 

themselves freely and authentically. This focus on self-expression can significantly 

enhance learners’ fluency and confidence when using the language. Students are 

encouraged to engage in creative writing, storytelling, and other expressive activities 

that allow them to explore language in innovative ways. This contrasts sharply with 

more structured approaches that may limit opportunities for personal expression and 

creativity. By fostering an environment where creativity is valued, educators can help 

students become more flexible language users who are comfortable adapting their 

language to various contexts and audiences. 

Idealism often supports collaborative learning environments where students 

share ideas and perspectives, recognizing language as a social tool that is 

fundamentally interactive. In these collaborative settings, learners can engage in 

discussions, group projects, and peer feedback, which enhances their communication 

skills and fosters a deeper understanding of language as a means of connection. 

Collaborative learning not only builds social bonds but also cultivates an 

appreciation for diverse viewpoints, enriching the learning experience. As students 

articulate their thoughts and engage with others, they develop a more nuanced 

understanding of language and its role in facilitating human interaction. 

The impact of ontological idealism on language skills development is 

profound, as it fosters a learning environment that prioritizes meaning, personal 

experience, and creative expression. By incorporating these elements into language 

education, educators can enhance student engagement and proficiency, preparing 

learners to use language effectively in diverse contexts. 

Constructivism in Language Education 

Constructivism emphasizes the importance of active participation in the 

learning process. It encourages learners to engage with language through a variety of 

methods, including discussions, hands-on projects, and real-life situations. This 
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active involvement transforms the traditional passive learning model into one where 

students are co-creators of knowledge. Children's development is influenced by the 

interaction between existing knowledge and new experiences that they actively 

construct (Eiser, Redpath, & Roges, 1987). Students construct understanding by 

reflecting on their prior knowledge and interacting with new ideas in meaningful 

contexts (Jumaah, 2024). When learners actively engage with the material, they not 

only acquire language skills more effectively but also enhance retention. For 

example, role-playing activities allow students to practice conversational skills in a 

dynamic setting, reinforcing vocabulary and grammatical structures while providing 

immediate feedback from peers. This hands-on approach not only deepens 

understanding but also fosters a sense of ownership over the learning process. 

Within the constructivist framework, social interaction is viewed as a 

cornerstone of effective learning. Collaborative activities, such as group work, peer 

feedback, and discussions, enable learners to negotiate meaning and develop 

communicative competence in authentic contexts. Through interaction, students can 

share diverse perspectives, challenge each other’s ideas, and build on one another’s 

contributions. This collaborative environment mirrors real-life communication, 

helping learners to practice language in meaningful ways. For instance, small group 

discussions on relevant topics encourage students to articulate their thoughts while 

developing listening and response skills. Such interactions not only enhance 

linguistic abilities but also foster interpersonal skills that are crucial for effective 

communication in diverse settings. 

Constructivism places a strong emphasis on learning in context, suggesting that 

language acquisition is most effective when situated within real-world scenarios. 

Language learners actively construct knowledge through meaningful, context-driven 

communication (Brown, 2016). By connecting language use to practical experiences, 

learners can relate new knowledge to their existing frameworks, making the language 

more relevant and easier to understand. For example, instead of learning vocabulary 

in isolation, students might engage in activities such as creating a community service 

project proposal, which requires them to use specific terminology and structures in a 

meaningful context. This situational approach not only enhances comprehension but 

also allows students to see the practical applications of their language skills, fostering 

motivation and engagement. 

Constructivist approaches encourage learners to engage in reflection and 

metacognition, essential components for deep learning. By reflecting on their 

learning processes, students develop greater self-awareness regarding their language 

use, strengths, and areas for improvement. Educators can facilitate this by 

incorporating reflective practices, such as journaling, self-assessments, and group 

discussions that prompt students to think critically about their learning experiences. 

This metacognitive aspect empowers learners to devise strategies that enhance their 

communication skills, leading to more effective language use. For instance, 

reflecting on a group project might help students identify effective collaboration 

strategies or recognize the language patterns they need to improve. Such self-

assessment not only supports language development but also encourages lifelong 

learning habits. The impact of ontological constructivism on language skills 

development is significant. By fostering active engagement, social interaction, and 

contextual learning, constructivist approaches enhance learners' abilities to 
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communicate effectively. This perspective promotes a richer and more meaningful 

language learning experience, preparing learners for real-world language use. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the impact of ontological perspectives-realism, idealism, and 

constructivism-on language education is profound, shaping how language is taught 

and learned. Realism provides a structured approach that emphasizes objective 

knowledge, clarity, and measurable outcomes, though it can limit creativity and real-

world application. Idealism fosters deep engagement with language by emphasizing 

meaning, personal experience, and creativity, promoting critical thinking and 

collaborative learning. Constructivism highlights active participation, social 

interaction, and contextual learning, encouraging learners to engage in real-world 

language use and reflection. Together, these perspectives offer diverse approaches 

that can be balanced to enhance language proficiency and meaningful 

communication. 
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